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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
CNR No. DLHC010260092026

Date of Decision: 12" August, 2026
CONT.CAS(C) 1043/2026 & CM APPLs. 38705/2026, 38706/2026
& 38816/2026
CH. AISHI RAM BATRA PUBLIC CHARITABLE TRUST (REGD)

..... Petitioner

Through:  Ms. Priya Kumar, Senior Advocate

with Mr. Hemant Phalpher, Mr.

Karishmit Keswani, Ms. Ekaa

Sharma, Mr. R.A. Iyer, Mr. Suraj

Pratap and Mr. Kunal Kohli,

Advocates.

Mob: 9310810018

Email: phalpher@office.com

VErsus

PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK & ORS. & ORS. ... Respondents
Through: Mr. Rajiv Nayar, Mr. Dayan

Krishnan, Sr. Advs. with Mr. Dheeraj
Nair, Mr. Akhil Anand, Ms. Vishrutyi
Sahni, Mr. Sahir Seth, Ms. Muskaan
Gupta, Advocates for R-4
Mob: 9650405280
Mr. Prem Prakash, Advocate for PNB
Mob: 9811688204

CORAM:

HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE MINI PUSHKARNA

MINI PUSHKARNA, J (ORAL):

The present petition has been filed for initiating contempt proceedings

against the respondent-Punjab National Bank (“PNB”) for wilful

disobedience and non-compliance of the order dated 29™ May, 2026, passed
by this Court in Z.4. 14253/2026 in CS(OS) 303/2026.

2.

The order dated 29" May, 2026, reads as under:
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“I.A. 14253/2026 (under Order XXXIX Rules 1 & 2 read with
Section 151 CPC by D-1 and D-7) & I.A. 13372/2026 (under
Order XXXIX Rules 1 & 2 read with Section 151 CPC by
plaintiff) in CS(OS) 303/2026.

1. List on 09.07.2026.

2. In_the meanwhile, it is directed that the banks will comply
with_the Minutes of Meetings of Governing Body dated 20th
and 22nd December, 2025 (Page Nos. 87 to 90) of the
documents of the plaintiff in CS(0OS) 303/2026.

3. Interim orders, if any, to continue.”

(Emphasis Supplied)

3. Reading of the aforesaid order dated 29" May, 2026, clearly shows
that there is a direction by the Roster Bench in the suit proceedings that the
respondent-PNB will comply with the Minutes of Meeting (“MoM”) of the
Governing Body dated 20" December, 2025 and 22" December, 2025.

4. Learned Senior Counsel appearing for the petitioner has relied upon
the MoM of the Governing Body dated 20™ December, 2025 and 22"
December, 2025, relevant portion of which, reads as under:

“Xxx xxx xxx

3. Delegation of power to Trustees and operating officials for operation
of all Bank Accounts.

The Board of Governor after detailed deliberations decided that henceforth
the powers of signing all the cheques for payments and transfer of Funds
for and on behalf of the Ch. Aishi Ram Batra Charitable Pulbic Trust will be
operated as under -

i) © Henceforth the signatories on ail cheques where Trust
Account are being maintained will be as under.

a) All cheques will be signed by three Authorized
Signatories as per detail given here under —
Each chegue to be signed by atleast following three
authorized signatories - ‘

™ a EAL
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1]

Sh. Hemant Batra (President)

> Sh. Jai Batra (Trustee) It was decided
that signature of Mr. Jai Batra will be

taken on ail the payments when he is in

town.

Sh. Susheel Kumar Batra (Trustee)

Alang with Financial Cantroller —

Presently Mr. H.C. Bhanja which will be

mandatory for all payments.

-

In this regard suitable Board Resolution will be drawn treating as an

approval and the same will be signed by the President and the Secretary of
the Trust.

Meeting ended the vote of thanks to Chair.
»”
XXX XXX XXX

5. On the basis of the aforesaid MoM, it is the case of the petitioner that

mandate was given to the respondent-PNB, as under:
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6. Learned Senior Counsel for the petitioner submits that since there was
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already a Know Your Customer (“KYC”) form filed before the PNB, the
mandate to the respondent-PNB was very clear in regard to the authorised
signatories as mentioned in the KYC form.

7. She draws the attention of this Court to serial no. 8 in the KYC form,

which is reproduced as under:

XXX XXX XXX

BMODE OF ORERATIONS

DSING Dw DEV D BERBOARDRESCLITON :‘-5=.= REGE ECPY fw* B GSOWI/C’!' Sl

XXX XXX xXxx”

8. Thus, it is the case on behalf of the petitioner that on the basis of the
aforesaid MoM, there is a very clear mandate to the respondent-PNB, to the
effect that the signatures on the cheques would be of any of the two
members from Group A, along with one member from Group B, as
mentioned in the Board Resolution dated 22" December, 2025.

9. Thus, she submits that the order dated 29™ May, 2026, is very
categorical to the effect that the PNB had to comply with the MoM of the
Governing Body dated 20" December, 2025, and 22" December, 2025, and
the mandate thereto.

10.  Per contra, it is the case on behalf of respondent no. 4 that the E-mail
dated 1% June, 2026, was written by him for withholding the encashment of
the cheques and any other banking activities, on the basis of order of this
Court dated 29™ May, 2026.

11. The said E-mail reads as under:
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From: Jai Batra flehQ;[a@b_@lmhnsgitqj_ﬁe[m.q[ﬂ’

Date: 1 June 2026 at 5:13:02 PMIST

To: bo0§2910@pnb.co.in, sharma@Epnb.co.in, slgk@pab.co.n

Ce: Satieh Chander i )
=gatish chander@batrahospitaldelhi.om=, M@_ﬂﬁmﬁﬂﬂjpﬂ tajdelhiom

Subject: Order

To
The Branch Manager

Punjab Mational
Tughlakabad Branch
tehrauli Badarpur Road
Mew Delhi — 1100682

Subject: Order dated May 59, 2026 | ©S(05) Ne. 303 of 2026 (Jai Balra V. Hemant Batrs &
Drs). Delnl High Court | Re: Operation of Bank Accounts of Ch. Akshi Ram Batra Pubic
Charitable Trust / Batra Hospital

Daar Sir f Madam,
| write in relation to the bank accounts maintained with Punjab Nationsl Bank in the name of
Ch. Aishi Fam Batra Public Charitable Trust [ Society’} / Balra Hospital and Medical Research
Ceantre.
1. s you ars gwars, there ia & civil suit pending before tha Hen'bls
High Court of Delhi challenging the elaction of the President of the
Society on December anrze. 2025, During the cou ree of the hearing.
the banking cperations of the Society | Hospital have glso become
subject matter of the ongoing proceedings.
2. Atthe hearng on May 26 2026 in the said suit, the Hon'bie High
Court of Delhi directed that “the banks will comply with the Minulas
of the Meeting of Gaverning Body dated 20t and Z2mna Decgember,
2025 (“Minutes”), To clarify further, the Hon'ble High Court of Delhi
records that these Minutes samespond to the Minutes enclosed at
Fage Mo BT 1o 90 of the Documents filed by the Plaintiff in CS5 (03
Mo, 203 of 2026
3. For ease of reference, Ihe relevant extract from Page No. B7 of
the Plaintiff's Documernits is reproduced below:

4. In compliance with 1he above, you are reguested (o kinty
ensure that all banking gperalions are sarried out strictly in terms of
the aferesaid Minutes. as directed by the Hen'tle Delini High Court.

5. If the bank receives any chegue or payment instrustion without
rmy signature, windy Inform me immadiately =0 that | can make
myself available and take necessary steps to sign the same without

ary delay,
& Forease of reference, | am enclosing the copies of the following
documents:

i. Order dated May 28, 2028, passed by the Hon'ble Dialki
High Court in GS(OS) No. 303 of 2026

The present communication is being issued for information and necessary action.

Regards,

Jai Batra

Founder Member of the Governing Body

Ch. Aishi Bam Batra Public Charitable Trust (Regd.}

12.  Thus, it is submitted that there was a categorical direction by the

Court vide order dated 29" May, 2026, that only the MoM of the Governing
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Body dated 20" December, 2025, and 22" December, 2025, had to be
followed by the respondent-PNB, which are very clear to the effect that the
cheques had to be signed by three authorised representatives, i.e., Sh.
Hemant Batra, Sh. Jai Batra, and Sh. Sushil Kumar Batra.

13. This Court notes that the order dated 29" May, 2026, is being
interpreted by both the parties in a divergent and conflicted manner.

14. The case of the petitioner is that vide the said Court order, the
respondent-PNB had to carry out the mandate given to them as per the MoM
of the Governing Body dated 20" December, 2025, and 22" May, 2025.

15.  On the other hand, it is the case of respondent no. 4-Mr. Jai Batra that
the mandate as given in the said MoM, does not make any reference to the
requirement of signatures by any authorised members, whose names have
been recorded in either Group A or Group B.

16. This Court is informed that the applications with regard to the
injunction as well as the interpretation of the order dated 29" May, 2026, is
pending adjudication before the Roster Bench.

17.  Considering the aforesaid, this Court is of the considered opinion that
the respondent-PNB, in receipt of letters from both the sides, cannot be
faulted for its action.

18.  This Court takes note of the fact that while the actual interpretation of
the order dated 29" May, 2026, and the resultant mandate of the respondent-
PNB is still pending adjudication before the Roster Bench, no culpability
can be attributed to the respondent-PNB, in the manner in which it acted.

19.  This Court further notes the fact that while the said MoM between the
parties stipulated that the requisite authorised signatures would be of three
representatives, namely, Sh. Hemant Batra, Sh. Jai Batra, and Sh. Sushil

Kumar Batra, however, the KYC form does not mention any such term.
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20. Since there is a dispute between the parties as regards the authorised
signatory, and that the matter still being pending adjudication before the
Roster Bench, this Court is of the view that the final order passed by the
Roster Bench needs to be awaited in this regard.

21.  The attention of this Court has also been drawn to the order dated 10™

June, 2026, passed by the Vacation Bench, which reads as under:

LA, 14253/2026 (under Order XXXIX Rules 1 & 2 read
with Section 151 CPC by D-1 and D-7) & I.4. 13372/2026
(under Order XXXIX Rules 1 & 2 read with Section 151 CPC
by plaintiff) in CS(0S) 303/2026.

1. List on 09.07.2026

2. In the meanwhile, it is directed that the banks will
comply with the Minutes of Meetings of Governing Body dated
20th and 22nd December, 2025 (Page Nos. 87 to 90) of the
documents of the plaintiff in CS(OS) 303/2026.

3 Interim orders, if any, to continue.”

LA, 14253/2026 (under Order XXXTX Rules 1 & 2 read
with Section 151 CPC by D-1 and D-7) & LA. 13372/2026
(under Order XXXTX Rules 1 & 2 read with Section 151 CPC
by plaintiff) in CS(OS) 303/2026.

I List on 09,07 2026

2, In the meanwhile, it is directed that the banks will
comply with the Minutes of Meetings of Governing Body dated
20th and 22nd December, 2025 (Page Nos. 87 to 90) of the
documents of the plaintiff in CS(OS) 303/2026.

3 Interim orders, if any, to continue.”

4. Let notice be issued to the Respondents through all permissible modes,
including electronic mode, returnable on 09.07.2026.

5. In the meanwhile, the Respondent Bank shall resume normal banking
operations and honour all cheques/payment instruments of the
Petitioner/Hospital strictly in terms of the Resolution dated 22.12,2025 and
the existing operational mandate, i.e., any two signatories from Group-A
together with the mandatory signature of the Finance Controller from Group-
B, till the next date of hearing.

6. The order be uploaded forthwith on the website,

22. Perusal of the aforesaid order shows that on the basis of the order
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dated 29" May, 2026, passed by the Roster Bench, the Vacation Bench had
directed that the respondent-PNB shall resume the normal banking
operations, and honour all cheques/payment instruments of the petitioner-
hospital strictly in terms of the Resolution dated 22" December, 2025.

23. There was a further direction that the existing operational mandate,
i.e., any two signatories from Group A together with the mandatory
signature of the Finance Controller from Group B, shall continue.

24. At this stage, this Court notes the submission made by learned Senior
Counsels appearing for respondent no. 4 that the Vacation Bench vide order
dated 10" June, 2026, could not have passed any directions above and
beyond the directions passed by the Roster Bench vide order dated 29" May,
2026.

25. However, since the interpretation of the directions of the Court issued
vide order dated 29™ May, 2025, is still pending adjudication before the
Roster Bench, it is directed that the plea regarding the conundrum, i.c.,
whether the interpretation/direction by the Vacation Bench vide order dated
10™ June, 2026, was in line with what the Roster Bench had intended, shall
also be raised before the Roster Bench.

26.  With the aforesaid directions, the present petition is disposed of.

27. Pending applications also stand disposed of.

28. Needless to state, with the disposal of the present petition, all the
interim directions stand merged with this final order passed by this Court.

29.  The next date of 11" September, 2026, stands cancelled.

MINI PUSHKARNA, J
AUGUST 12, 2026
ak

Page 8 of 8



